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OFFICER INVOLVED TRAFFIC COLLISON RESULTING IN CITIZEN DEATH 
               
 

In the past few days, media notoriety has been placed on a damage claim / lawsuit filed against our City 
with respect to the death of Karina Preza.  Ms. Preza died from injuries sustained in a July 24, 2013 
traffic collision with a Hawthorne Police car as it responded to a call. Both involved drivers, Ms. Preza 
and the Hawthorne Police Sergeant, were transported to area hospitals; Ms. Preza sadly succumbed. 
 
Resultant litigation, now existing, clearly places the Police Department in a position that restricts much 
of our customary public comment or speculation, more easily conducted by complainants. However, 
recent reporting has contained litigant representations that infer an impassionate disconnect. That is 
truly not the case. 
 
From the very occurrence of this incident, the Hawthorne Police Department, and the City of Hawthorne 
as a whole, focused on providing compassionate and dutiful attention to the Preza family in their loss. 
Within a few hours of this traffic collision, my Division Captains and I were at Karina’s hospital, ready 
and able to provide our sincere sentiments and support children necessities. 
 
In the days following her unfortunate passing, the Hawthorne City Attorney’s Office shared consistent 
dialogue with the family, securing family needs. This included the provision to the Preza family a check 
for $5,000. This was monies collectively donated by the Employee Associations of all Hawthorne City 
Police Officers, Employees and Management. This was to explicitly pay for burial expenses not possible 
for the family to manage.   
 
As of today, the investigation into this collision is being currently conducted by the California Highway 
Patrol – an accountability decision immediately enacted at onset to better assure objectively-viewed 
findings. 
 
The tragic loss of a mother and community member saddens our heart, personally and professionally.  It 
also poignantly exhibits the importance of traffic safety, which we, ourselves included, must embody.  
Be assured that this Police Department’s commitment to professionalism, accountability and public 
safety service remain preeminent in our mission, especially as we navigate through this evolving matter 
and continue building our offerings to our citizens. 

 

ROBERT FAGER 
 Chief of Police 


