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Hawthorne Police Department to 

Hold Zero Tolerance Distracted 

Driving Enforcement Operation 

Hawthorne, CA – To save lives and educate all Californians, especially young drivers, about the dangers of 
distracted driving, the Hawthorne Police Department, California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS), California 
Highway Patrol (CHP),  and more than 200 law enforcement agencies statewide are working together on 
increased education and zero tolerance enforcement efforts for National Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month in April and California Teen Safe Driving Week, the first week of April. As part of April’s Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month campaign, the Hawthorne Police Department will be actively ticketing those 
texting or operating hand-held cell phones.  Drivers who break the law and place themselves and others in 
danger will be cited with no warnings. 

Distracted driving is a serious traffic safety concern that puts everyone on the road at risk.  In recent years, 
hundreds have been killed and thousands seriously injured in California as a result of collisions that involved 
at least one driver who was distracted. Nationwide in 2013, 3,154 people were killed and an estimated 
additional 424,000 were injured in motor vehicle crashes involving distracted drivers. Whether it’s a ticket 
or a crash, as the campaign theme states, “It’s Not Worth It!”  

The urge to read and answer an incoming message when one hears the text sound can be almost 
overwhelming. The Office of Traffic Safety is using a message of “Silence the Distraction” in new public 
service announcements aimed at getting drivers to turn off their phones while driving so they won’t be 
tempted. 

“No text, call, or social media update is worth a crash,” said OTS Director Rhonda Craft.  “With an average 
of less than a second to react to an urgent situation, drivers need to have all their attention on the 
roadway.”

While distracted driving can take on many forms and affects all road users, young drivers are at a greater 
risk. During “California Teen Safe Driving Week,” April1-7, Impact Teen Drivers will focus on educating teens 
that their number one killer – reckless and distracted driving – is 100% preventable. “People are realizing 
that everyday behaviors, such as texting or reaching for a dropped item, can be lethal when done behind 
the wheel,” Kelly Browning, Ph.D., Executive Director of Impact Teen Drivers, said. 
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Detective Bureau Commander / Public Information Officer 

(310) 349-2835 Desk   (310) 629-7606 Cell 

To avoid a distracted driving ticket or crash, the Hawthorne Police Department offers drivers the following 
tips: 

• Turn off your phone and/or put it out of reach while driving

• Include in your outgoing message that you can’t answer while you are driving
• Don’t call or text anyone at a time when you think they may be driving

Studies also show that there is no difference in the risks between hands-free and hand-held cell phone 
conversations, both of which can result in “inattention blindness” which occurs when the brain isn’t seeing 
what is clearly visible because the drivers’ focus is on the phone conversation and not on the road.   

Drivers who use hand-held devices are four times as likely to get into crashes serious enough to injure 
themselves.  Younger, inexperienced drivers under 20 years old have the highest proportion of distraction-
related fatal crashes.   In addition, studies show that texting while driving can delay a driver’s reaction time 
just as severely as having a blood alcohol content of a legally drunk driver. 

The collective goal with this month-long campaign is to change the behavior of all drivers.  That change 
begins with education




