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SMALL AIRPLANE CRASHES ONTO 

HAWTHORNE CITY STREET  
 

On Monday, March 21, 2016, at about 12:00 PM, Hawthorne police officers were 
dispatched on a report of an airplane crash in the area of 120th Street & Crenshaw Blvd.  
Officers located a small, single-seat aircraft on fire in the 3300 block of 120th Street, 
directly north of Hawthorne Airport.  A nearby construction crew witnessed the crash 
and was able to remove the pilot (sole occupant) from the wreckage prior to the arrival 
of emergency services. The pilot of the aircraft was treated by LA County Fire personnel, 
and transported by ambulance to Harbor UCLA Medical Center in Carson.  
Unfortunately, the pilot did not survive. No individuals on the ground were injured as a 
result of the incident.  There was minimal property damage to the street and sidewalk 
where the airplane impacted.   
 
The airplane crash is being investigated by both the Federal Aviation Administration, as 
well as the National Traffic Safety Board. The aircraft crash resulted in a road closure of 
120th Street, between Crenshaw Blvd. (on the east) and Kornblum Avenue. We estimate 
a road closure involving 120th Street, between Crenshaw Blvd. and Kornblum Avenue to 
be in effect until approximately 6:00 PM tonight.   
 
At the same time of today’s incident, a Hawthorne police officer responding to the 
airplane crash call became involved in a traffic collision in the 11900 block of Prairie 
Avenue.  Two adult individuals from the other vehicle, as well as the officer, were 
ultimately treated and transported to a local hospital for assessments.  The traffic 
accident is being investigated by the Gardena Police Department.     
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