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VANDALISM OF TWO MOSQUES IN HAWTHORNE 
 

 
On December 13, 2015 at around 6:30 am, HPD Officers received a call regarding vandalism and a possible 
explosive device in front of the ‘Ahmadiyya Muslim Community Baitus-Salaam Mosque’ at 13221 Prairie Ave. 
 
Officers observed what appeared to be a hand-grenade type device in the driveway, along with graffiti sprayed 
on the fence of the property.  The immediate area was evacuated and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Bomb 
Squad responded to the location.  After examining the device, it was determined that it was a plastic replica of a 
hand-grenade.  The graffiti on the fence consisted of “Jesus”, sprayed in white paint. 
 
Separately, the Department also received a call of vandalism at another mosque, ‘Islamic Center of Hawthorne’, 
located at 12209 S. Hawthorne Way.  The front of this building was spray painted with the phrase “Jesus is the 
way”.       
 
The Los Angeles Field Office of the F.B.I. has joined Hawthorne Police detectives in the investigation of these two 
incidents, appearing to have occurred during the overnight hours.  Both incidents are being classified as hate 
crimes.   
 
Staff from the Hawthorne Police Department’s Community Affairs Unit has been working in closer dialogue with 
our area Islamic faith centers ever since the tragic events occurring in San Bernardino.  Just yesterday, Police 
Chief Robert Fager joined City and civic leaders and over two hundred parishioners in an inter-faith “walk-and-
rally”, hosted by the clergies of Hawthorne’s St. Joseph Catholic Church and the Islamic Center of Hawthorne.   
 
The Department will continue to closely support our faith-based partners and work to assure the safety of its 
members.   
 
We ask that anyone that may have information regarding any of these incidents contact us through  ‘Crime 
Stoppers’ at 800-222-8477 or www.LACrimestoppers.org.        
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